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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

This report is to provide Council with information regarding correspondence received from Mr 
Peter Moss.

RECOMMENDATION
That it be a recommendation to Council:

That Council write to the Place Names Committee with the recommendation to consider 
Lorna Moss as a future street name.

REPORT

1. BACKGROUND

Mr Peter Moss wrote to Council on the 14th November 2015 to request Council's support in 
with a recommendation to the Place Names Committee.

2. DISCUSSION

Mr Peter Moss sent a submission (attachment A) outlining Mrs Lorna Moss’s life here in 
Alice Springs for Council’s consideration in sending a recommendation to the Place Names 
Committee.

3. POLICY IMPACTS

Nil

4. FINANCIAL IMPACTS

Nil

5. SOCIAL IMPACTS 

Nil

6. ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACTS

Nil
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7. PUBLIC RELATIONS

Nil

8. ATTACHMENTS

A. Correspondence received from Mr Peter Moss

Rae-Ellen Swindells
TECHNICAL SERVICES ADMINISTRATION ASSISTANT

rreg Buxton
IRECTOR - TECHNICAL SERVICES



Rae-Ellen Swindells

Subject: FW: To CEO Rex Mooney

To the ASTC,

Dear committee members,

I'm writing to you to submit the name of my late mother Lorna Moss for consideration as a 
future street or place name in Alice Springs. Lorna came to the Alice during the war to work for 
the Allied Works Council when she was 21 years old. She was a resident there until the death 
of her husband in 1989, over 45 years.
During her years in Alice Springs, Lorna contributed a great deal of her time and abilities to 
communal work for the developing town, most notable in those projects connected with the 
children. She played a very large part in the establishment of pre-school education in the N.T., 
spending ten years as secretary of the first pre-school centre there. There was very little 
support from the Commonwealth Government at the time, and Lorna and others did an 
extraordinary amount of work; raising funds, overseeing the building and equipping of the first 
preschool, and employing the teachers.
As Lorna's children grew older, she served as president, secretary and treasurer of various 
school committees, a committee to raise funds for a baby clinic, the Alice Springs Youth Centre, 
the Boy Scouts, and was supervisor of public exams for a few years.
She was also secretary of the Alice Springs Hospital Advisory Board, and the Northern Territory 
Reserves Board, which later grew into the large organisation Parks and Wildlife, overseeing all 
national parks in the N.T.
When the children began tertiary education, Lorna took paid positions with the Territory 
Transport Association, The Catholic Church Lottery Office, and the Alice Springs Memorial Club. 
Lorna was friends with and often worked with many notable Territorial, Dick Ward, Jim 
Mannion, Bill Harney, Colonel Rose, Neil Hargreave and Reg Harris, just to name a few.

Quote from the book by well known NT historian Barbara James 'No man's land: Women of 
the Northern Territory', Chapter titled 'Post-War Pioneering'

"In the bicentennial year women took steps to recognise the contributions other women 
had made to the Territory and in a very short time organised a Women's Register 48
88, with nominations and biographies being received from all over the Territory.The register 
was published after four months of intensive work by the project officer,Territory-born Teresa 
Lea, and a short time later a poster was produced to be displayed and sold at the 
bicentennial travelling exhibition.lt depicted artistically and textually the contribution made by 
eight Territory women, who represented a broad cross-section of women. They were Miriam 
Hagen, an accomplished artist living in Tennant Creek and granddaughter of famed Territory 
publican Katherine O'Shea; Lily Ah Toy a Territory born Chinese woman who has been
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intricately involved in the Territories business and social life since the 1930's; Bonnie 
Henderson, one of the world's best aerobatic pilots, who grew up on Bullo River station in 
charge of cattle, mustering and stockmen and was taught to fly by her American father; Sally 
Thomas, chief stipendiary magistrate of the Territory and the first woman stipendiary 
magistrate in Australia, active in many areas of social justice programs; Margaret Dodd, who 
pioneered education for Aboriginals at Mainoru station and also taught Aboriginal health; 
Gladys Ah Mat,a part-Aboriginal woman who had been taken from her mother, raised in a 
compound, evacuated during the war and returned to be matriarch to one of of the most 
widespread families in the Territory; Miiingimbi-born Dorothy Janke, an accomplished linguist 
who became the first Aboriginal literacy worker at Milingimbi and the first female member of 
the Milingimbi town council; and Lorna Moss, who instigated the Territories first preschool in 
Alice Springs in 1947, and has since devoted many years to the provision of children's services 
in the Centre."

I believe that Lorna's efforts for the betterment of Alice Springs particularly in those earlier 
post war years are deserving of recognition and so I make this formal submission to you for 
your consideration.

Yours sincerely,
Peter Moss
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